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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's election with traverse of Species II, Figure 5, readable on claims 1-8 and 11- 
17 in the reply filed on May 3, 2007 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that 37 
C.F.R. §1.146 states that a reasonable number of species are permitted in a single application and 
that examination of all five species will not poise a serious burden on the examiner. This is not 
found persuasive because the Examiner takes notice that the differences between the five species 
as disclosed can evoke serious burden throughout the prosecution of the case. Therefore, a 
restriction was required in order to allow an examination that did not pose a serious burden to the 
Examiner. The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Pages 1 and 2 of the 
specification refers to both the tub and damper using the reference number 6. The damper 
should be referenced using the number 10. On page 9, line 2, the damper reference number is 
incorrect. It should be changed from 600 to 60. Appropriate correction is required. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-3, and 5-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bauer et 
al. (U.S. Patent 4,729,458, hereafter '458). 
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Claim 1 : A damper mounting structure [abstract] for a washing machine, comprising: a 
damper [(1&2), Fig.l, col. 2, lines 43-44] positioned between a tub [used in a washer with a spin 
cycle and to dampen vibrations in this washer it would be connected to the tub] and a cabinet 
[(36), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 20-21] for supporting the tub; a mounting bracket [(3'), Fig. 5, col. 5, 
lines 5-13] connected to the damper; and a buffering member [(37), Fig. 5] having a buffering 
function provided between the mounting bracket [(3'), Fig. 5] and the cabinet [(36), Fig. 5] for 
absorbing oscillation [col. 5, lines 20-23]. 

Claim 2: The damper mounting structure as set forth in claim 1, wherein the mounting 
bracket [(3'), Fig. 5] includes: a bracket main body [(1 '), Fig. 5] having one end connected to the 
damper by a pin [(32), Fig. 5] [col. 5, lines 1 1-13]; and a detachment-preventing member [(34), 
Fig. 5] provided on the other end of the bracket main body for preventing the buffering member 
from being detached from the mounting bracket [col. 5, lines 32-45]. 

Claim 3: The damper mounting structure as set forth in claim 2, wherein the bracket main 
body includes: a damper connecting portion [(3'), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 7-13] connected to the 
damper by the pin [(32), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 13-15]; a buffer connecting portion [(34), Fig. 5, col. 
5, lines 27-44] downwardly extended from the damper connecting portion and connected to the 
buffering member [(37), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 20-27]; and a detachment-preventing portion [(35), 
Fig.5, col. 5, lines 16-19 and 32-37] provided on an end of the buffer connecting portion for 
preventing the buffering member from being detached from the mounting bracket. 

Claim 5: The damper mounting structure as set forth in claim 1, wherein the cabinet is 
provided with a mounting hole [(38), Fig. 5] formed there through so that the buffering member 
[(37), Fig. 5] is inserted into the mounting hole [col. 5, lines 37-43]. 
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Claim 6: The damper mounting structure as set forth in claim 5, wherein the buffering 
member [(37), Fig. 5] is provided with a recess [(42), Fig. 5] formed in an outer circumference 
thereof so that the recess is inserted into the mounting hole [(42), Fig. 5] [col. 5, lines 35-45]. 

Claim 7: The damper mounting structure as set forth in claim 1, wherein the buffering 
member [(37), Fig. 5] is provided with a hole [(40), Fig. 6] formed through a central area thereof 
so that the mounting bracket is fixedly inserted into the hole [col. 5, lines 37-42]. 

Claim 8: The damper mounting structure as set forth in claim 1, wherein the cabinet 
includes a buffering portion [(41), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 24-27], having a thickness thinner [col. 5, 
lines 43-45] than those of other portions, formed through an area where the buffering member is 
connected to the cabinet [col. 5, lines 37-43 and 48-52]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 4, 1 1, 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over '458, 
and further in view of Bauer (U.S. Patent 3,509,742, hereafter '742). 

Claim 4: '458 teaches the limitations of claim 2 above. They do not teach that the 
detachment-preventing member is a nut locked onto an external thread formed on the bracket 
main body. The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is common knowledge to one of ordinary 
skill in the art of washing machines that a detachment-preventing member can be a nut which 
always requires a thread for holding. See, for example, '742, where the detachment-preventing 
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member is a nut [(37), Fig. 6] locked onto an external thread [(38), Fig. 6] formed on the bracket 
main body [col. 7, line 75 and col. 8, lines 1-7]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art of washing machines to use a nut with an external thread in order to 
prevent the buffer from being detached from the bracket. 

Claim 11: '458 teaches a damper mounting structure for a washing machine, comprising: 
a base [(36), Fig. 5] provided with a mounting hole [(38), Fig. 5] formed there through [col. 5, 
lines 20-24]; a mounting bracket [(3'), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 5-13] connected to the damper [(1&2), 
Fig. 1, col. 2, lines 43-44] by a pin [(32), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 1 1-13]; a buffering member [(37), 
Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 20-27] provided around the circumference of the mounting bracket and 
connected to the mounting hole of the base [col. 5, lines 37-43]; and a detachment-preventing 
member [(35), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 16-19 and 32-37] connected to an end of the mounting bracket 
for preventing the buffering member from being detached from the mounting bracket. It does 
not teach a tub that is positioned above the base and a damper that is positioned between the base 
and the tub such that the damper is connected to the tub in order to have a buffering function. 
However, '742 teaches a tub [(1), Fig. 2] that is positioned above the base [(5), Fig. 2] [col. 6, 
lines 26-26 and 32-35] and a damper [(7&8), Fig. 3] that is positioned between the base and the 
tub such that the damper is connected to the tub in order to have a buffering function. The 
Examiner takes Official Notice that it is common knowledge to one of ordinary skill in the art of 
washing machines that if a damper were positioned between the base of the washer and the tub, it 
would be capable of buffering the forces generated by a spin cycle. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of washing machines to place a damper between 
the base and the tub in order to isolate the vibrations caused by the washer. 
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Claim 13: '458 and '742 teach the limitations of claim 1 1 above. '742 further teaches an 
elastic body [(10), Fig. 6] connected to the pin for absorbing oscillations produced from the 
machine [the nut on top of the figure near (10)] is provided between a damper [(7), Fig. 6] and a 
mounting bracket [(12), Fig. 6] [col. 6, lines 61-70]. 

Claim 14: '458 and '742 teach the limitations of claim 1 1 above. '458 further teaches a 
mounting bracket having a Y-shaped structure for attaching the damper to the base. See the dark 
outline in the figure below. 




FIG. 5 

Claim 15: '458 and '742 teach the limitations of claim 1 1 above and for the reasons 
applied to claim 4 above. 

Claiml6: '458 and '742 teach the limitations of claim 1 1 above. '458 also teaches the 
buffering member being made of rubber [(37), Fig. 5, col. 5, lines 20-22]. 

Claim 17 is rejected over '458 and '742 as applied to claim 1 1 above, and further in view 

of '458 for the reasons applied to claims 6 and 7 above. 
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7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over '458 and '742 as 
applied to claiml 1 above, and further in view of Chang et al. (U.S. Patent 6,397,643, hereafter 
'643). 

Claim 12: '458 and '742 teach the limitations of claim 1 1 above. They do not teach 
where one portion of the base, in which the mounting hole is formed, has a thickness thinner than 
those of other portions of the base. However, '643 teaches a washing machine with a mounting 
hole which has a thickness thinner than those of other portions [see the dark lines drawn into 
Figure 5 below representing the changes in thickness of the base]. The selection of something 
based on its known suitability for its intended use has been held to support a prima facie case of 
obviousness. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the 
structure as taught by '643 could be used as the structure of '458 since, '643 teaches that it is a 
suitable structure used for mounting objects into a base in a washing machine. ' 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kawabata et al. (U.S. Patent 6,530,245) teaches the damper connected to the base 
and the tub. Lee et al. (U.S. Patent 5,946,947) and Ferlicca (U.S. Patent 6,264,014) teach basic 
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damper characteristics. Stelwagen (U.S. Patent 3,389,881) teaches using nuts on external threads 
for preventing detachment. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicole Blan whose telephone number is 571-270-1838. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30-5 and Friday 7:30-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Cleveland can be reached on 571-272-1418. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





